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Mr. President,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

First of all, I would like to thank you, Mr. President, for the invitation and the opportunity to participate in such a representative forum, for the warm welcome extended by Indonesian friends, for the excellent organization of the event,P AIPA Secretariat and the Secretary-General personally for their constructive cooperation.
I am honored to be present at 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, and be the first representative of the Belarusian Parliament to speak from this stage.

The connection of the National Assembly to AIPA was a result of consensus achieved in 2011 among the ASEAN countries, endorsing Belarusian initiative. I take this opportunity to thank everyone who supported us for the good will and willingness to cooperate.

As the President of the Republic of Belarus emphasized this year in his message to the Belarusian people and the National Assembly, speaking about the development of international cooperation, I quote, “It is important to go where are being waited for and where people are willing to work with us on the principles of friendship and mutual respect”.

Today the Republic of Belarus is taking measures to strengthen all-round cooperation with the countries of South-East Asia. The opening of the Embassy of Belarus in Indonesia in August 2011 is a vivid example.
Dear colleagues,
We, the Belarusian parliament, value our growing cooperation with the parliaments of South-East Asia, consider strengthening the partnership with AIPA as one of the priorities in the foreign policy of Belarus. Before our cooperation was constrained by geographical remoteness with ASEAN members — states. However, in today's world, where global communications dominate, distance is no longer an obstacle. 
ASEAN and its parliamentary assembly are well known in the Republic of Belarus. Needless to say about importance and prospects of the region.  It is increasingly clear that the current century will be the century of Asia. It is a hub for powerful resources, financial, industrial and technological capabilities. Such a situation gives ASEAN a chance to achieve their global objective: to create Economic Community by 2015.

Belarusian MPs will take every effort to make a substantive contribution to 
the development of bilateral relations and ASEAN.
We are convinced that inter-parliamentary cooperation within AIPA can help deepen the coordination of our countries in international affairs, strengthen collective parliamentary diplomacy, exchange experience in the legislative process. We hope that our achievements in the CIS integration processes may be of particular interest the parliaments of South-East Asia countries. 
All this will give new impetus to the development of cooperation.

Dear colleagues,

Among the major factors in the successful development of relations between Belarus and the countries of ASEAN is the similarity or identity of approaches to the most of the issues of global and regional agenda. As is well known, understanding at the political level is the key to the expansion and strengthening of contacts in the economic sphere.

Unfortunately, the current state of economic relations between Belarus and the ASEAN does not meet the existing potential. We could have had a much higher turnover. But in order to increase it is, first of all, necessary to establish direct links to exploit the opportunities in the field of industrial and agricultural cooperation, scientific work, trade increase. 

Belarus, like ASEAN, has significant scientific, technical and human capacity, infrastructure, and we have something to share with ASEAN. Our country is a good attraction for international business. Major transport routes between Europe and Asia cross the Belarusian land. More and more investors come to Belarus. Russia and China are an example of successful cooperation. 
Joint projects with these countries are estimated at billions of dollars. 
The largest are the construction of the first Belarusian nuclear power plant and the creation of the Belarusian-Chinese industrial park, to which the most advanced companies in the world will be attracted.

Of course, we will welcome in Belarus businessmen, scientists, experts from ASEAN countries.

We are also ready to arrange visits of the ASEAN parliamentarians to our country.

Already, we can make a number of proposals in the following, as we believe, important areas for ASEAN: space exploration (as you know, recently the first Belarusian satellite was launched), emergency prevention, scientific and technical cooperation, education, and cooperation in the field of sustainable energy development in our countries, etc.

In short, we have the capacity and it need to be implemented. Of course, this will require reciprocal efforts — both through the parliament and the government.

Working together, we can achieve greater efficiency in promoting peace, security, economic growth and prosperity of our peoples.

May I wish you successful work and thank you for your attention.
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